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This course will introduce the origin and development of Chinese Buddhism, discussing

the important questions in its history, sketching its major schools and lives and thoughts of
BFEEK important thinkers. It will be helpful for students to grasp the main thread and core thoughts of
Chinese Buddhism.

The present course serves as an introduction to Buddhist philosophy with special reference
to its Chinese tradition. It will cover the Chinese tradition from the beginning around 2nd
century CE to the establishment of the main philosophical schools of Chinese Buddhism around
the mid 9th century.
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Topics include:
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The basic ideas of Indian Buddhism; The introduction of Buddhism to China; Early
Chinese Buddhism; Zhaolun Z&3y; Dacheng qixin lun KIE#L(ZE; Chinese Madhyamaka;
Chinese Yogacara; Sanlun School; Tiantai School; Huayan School; Chan Buddhism.

FAER:
Be present. Be active. Finish a short essay (topic to be assigned by the teacher) at the end of the course.
BHRFA: Lecture
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Mingjun TANG %#4#] is currently associate professor at the Department of Religious Studies, School of
Philosophy, Fudan University (Shanghai, P.R. China), and visiting scholar in the 2023-24 academic year,
Harvard-Yenching Institute, Cambridge MA. He studied philosophy and logic at the Department of
Philosophy, East China Normal University (Shanghai), and Chinese Hetuvidya under the supervision of Prof.
Weihong ZHENG at the Fudan University, where he received his PhD in Jan. 2011. He was assistant
researcher at the Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences from Apr. 2011 to Nov. 2015.
His research interests include East Asian Buddhist logic and epistemology (vinming/inmyong/inmyé), Indian
Buddhist epistemology and logic, classical Indian philosophy, and related philosophical questions in a
general context. His email address is: tmj@fudan.edu.cn. Academia

page: https://fudan.academia.edu/MingjunTang.
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1 The basic ideas of Indian Buddhism

2 The introduction of Buddhism to China

3-4 The theories of emptiness in early Chinese Buddhism
5-6 Early Chinese Madhyamaka and Zhaolun Z&3
7  The first introduction of Yogacara in China

8 Dacheng gixin lun KIEEL(Z:H

9 Doxography and theory of Buddha-nature
10-11  The establishment of the Tiantai School

12 The establishment of the Sanlun School

13-14 Xuanzang and the Faxiang School

15 The establishment of the Huayan School

16 The establishment of Chan Buddhism

17 Q&A

18 Essay writing
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MEEABIE, FHBIET/EANZ: The TA will help distribute the reading materials.
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40%  Be present. Be active.
60% A short essay (topic to be assigned by the teacher)
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